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Elena STYAZHKINA

ORAL HISTORY:
THE INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF DIRECTION IN THE RESEARCH PRACTICES
OF HISTORIANS INTHE DONBASS

Oral history in the region is institutionalized in two directions. The first trend
relates to the interest in the memory of the certain social and age groups, manifested
at the level of state and public structures. Oral materials are collected as an initiative
of the state administration but without the participation of professional historians.

The second trend relates to the fact that many in the university environment have
grown to understand the necessity of teaching a special course on “oral history” for
the Masters of History post-graduate degree.

The problem of institutionalization of oral history in the region also lies in
the methods of storage and the inability to re-use of the received sources. The ac-
cumulated data becomes the property of the authors and private collectors. But not
the property of all.

Koucmanmun KO3AOB

YCTHAS ICTOPUSA B COBETCKOI TYMAHUTAPUCTUKE
B 1920-1980-€ 1.

AKTVIBVIBaLI.VIFI Wccae0BaHMIM B 061aCTH YCTHON MCTOPUK B COBpPEMEHHOMN Pocciy mpego-
npegenset HeobxoAMMOCTb OCMbIC/IEHUS UCTOPUYECKOTO OMbiTa CTAaHOB/IEHUS AAHHOMO
WUCCIeZ0BATENbCKOTO HAMPAB/IEHNS B OTEYECTBEHHOW COLMa/IbHO-TYMaHUTaPHOW MbICAM.
B HacTosLee BpeMsi B OTE@YECTBEHHOW HayKe BO MHOTOM anpuOPHO NPKU3HAETCS NMPUOPUTET
€BPONENCKON 1 aMePUKAHCKOM TPAAMLMM B 061aCTH YCTHON MCTOPUM. Bbi3biBaeT yBaxeHne
MacLTabHOCTb 3342y, pellaeMbix 3apybexHbiMu nccnegoBaTensmMu. OfHako yCTHas cTopus
He ABNAETCA NCKNIOUUTENbHO akaZeMUYeCcKUM Hay4YHbIM HanpaBeHUeM UCCIe40BaHMS, OHa
BO MHOIOM BK/IO4eHa B 0DLLLeCTBEHHbIE MPOLIECCHI M OTPaXaeT COLMOKY/bTYPHYHO CreLndu-
Ky KaXZ0M CTPaHbl U Jaxe OTAENbHO B3ATOr0 PermoHa. MIMeHHo NosToMy 0cobblii HTepec
A1 COBPEMEHHOT 0 UCC/1e A0BATE/IS MIPeACTABAAET MHCTUTYLIMOHAN3ALMSA YCTHOM MCTOPUK,
GOpMbI €€ CyLLeCTBOBAHMS B COBETCKOM MyMaHUTApUCTHKE.

CknagblBaHue NpakTMku GoHOrpaduyeckoil 3anmcu B Poccum cBi3aHO € AeSTENBHOCTBIO
C. V. BepHiwTenHa, paboTasLuero B VIHCTUTYTe XMBOro C/10Ba (1920-1924 IT.), @ no3xe B VK-
CTUTYTE UCTOPUM UCKYCCTB (1924-1930 IT.), FZi€ OH 3aMM1CbiBa/ BbICTYMAEHNS PyCCKUX MO3TOB.
C ero MHMLMATMBOM CBA3aHO CO3AaHMe B 1932 I. LleHTpabHOro rocyAapCcTBeHHOr0 apXu1Ba
3BYyKO3anwcen.

CknagblBaHe POCCUCKON TPAZMLMM YCTHOW UCTOPUM MOXHO OTHECTM K 1920-M IT.,
Koraa HauuHaeTcst paboTa no 3anucu v cbopy BOCMOMMHAHUI Y4aCTHUKOB 06LLeCTBEHHO-
MosMTUYECKUX CODBLITMIA NepBOM YeTBepTU XX B., COCTABMBLIMX KOPMYC UCTOPMKO-
PEBOIOLMOHHON MEMYapUCTHKK.

Mo MHeHmio J1. A. KonecH1KkoBOM, MHTEpeC Mccief0BaTe e 1920-X IT. K MeMyapam Kak
MCTOPUYECKMUM UCTOYHIKAM bbla 0BYCI0BAEH CeAYIOLLMM 06CTOATENbCTBAMM:

— BO-MepBbIX, HEOHXOAMMOCTbIO 06eCneUnTL KOPMYCOM UCTOPUYECKUX UCTOYHMKOB He-
[l0CTATOYHO UcCe0BaHHYt0 npobaemaTuky nctopun PCAPM v PKM (6), cBsizaHHyio c u3yye-
HWeM BHYTPEHHEW XW3HU NapTUIHBIX OPraHW3aLui, NapTUIHOO MOAMNO/bS, @ Takke Mpo-
bnematuky uctopum paboyero knacca: yca0BUiA Xn3HK, bbiTa 1 TpyAa, poau pabounx
B CO34aHMM H0/1BLIEBMCTCKOM MAPTUM, MCUXOIOM MU MPONETAPUS-PEBONIOLMOHEP];

— BO-BTOPbIX, 3HAYMTE/IbHBIM BOCMMTATE/IbHBIM MOTEHLMAIOM MEMYapOB BETEPaHOB
nNapTUIHOM paboTbl: «HyXHO MO/IOAbIX KOMMYHUCTOB U BOODBLLE Y/IEHOB MAPTHW CPOAHMTD
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CO BCe/t mapTen B MPOLIAOM, MOHATb AYLLY 3TOW NAPTUW, Ayly CTapbiX PabOTHUKOBY
(M. C. OibMUHCKMI);

— B-TPETbMX, OrPaHNYEHHOCTbIO KOPMYCa UCTOPUYECKMX MCTOUHMKOB Mo uctopum PKI(6),
a TakXe HeZOBEpPVEM K XPaHSLMMCS B apxuBax AOKyMeHTaM oduULManbHOrO 4enonpons-
BOACTBA FOCYAAPCTBEHHbIX YUPEXAEHUI JOPEBOIOLNOHHOM POCCM KaK K MCTOYHMKAM
W3y4YeHWs UCTOPUM PEBOJTIOLMOHHOTO ABUXeEHUS. B nepByto ouepesb 370 KacaeTcst GOHZAOB
MpaBOOXPaHMTE/IbHbIX OPraHoB W OPraHOB rocyAapCTBEHHON He3onacHocTy, Tpebytownx
MPOBEPKM U, B TOM YMC/IE, NYTEM COMOCTAB/IEHNUS C BOCTOMVUHAHWSIMU Y4aCTHWUKOB PeBOJIHO-
LMOHHOTO ABUXEHMS;

— B-YeTBepTbIX, METOAO0MOrNYeckoi nocblikon M. H. MokpoBCkoro, cuMTaBLLEro, YTo
MCTOPUS NAPTUM AOMKHA CTPOUTBCS, MPeX/e BCero, Ha BOCMOMUHAHUAX HeNocpe A CTBEHHbIX
YYaCTHUKOB, MO3TOMY /i/151 €€ M3YUYEHMSs HYXHbI HE CTONKO MCTOPUKU-CTIELMAANCTI, CKOJb-
KO CTapble NapTUMLLbl ®.

B 1921 . 6blna co3gaHa Komuceus Ans cobupaHms 1 n3ydeHns MaTepranos no UcTopum
OkTsbpbCKOV peBotoLMM 1 UCTOpUK Poccuiickon KoMMyHMUCTMYeckon napTum (Uctnapr),
npocyLecTBOBaBLas A0 1928 I., KOrAa oHa bbina BK/lo4eHa B cocTas MHCTUTYTa JleHunHa.
naBHOW 3aZayeil AeATeNbHOCTU KOMUCCUM Bbln cOBUpaHMe 1 coxpaHeHMe [OKYMEHTOB
Y HeLOKYMEHTUPOBAHHbIX CBUZETENLCTB PEBO/IOLMOHHBIX COBBITUI.

CoTpyaHuKamm McTnapTa 1cnob30BasmCk pas/inyHble cnocobbl cbopa yCTHbIX BOCIOMM-
HaHWW, @ UIMeHHO — obpalLeHne K OTAE/bHBIM Y4aCTHUKAM PeBOOLMN U TPaxXAaHCKo
BOVHbI € NPocbb0it HanMcaTb BOCMOMUHAHMS MO OMpejeneHHbIM TeMaM U Paccbl/ika aHKeT,
KOTOpbIe AOMXKHBI bl NOMOYL MEMyapuUCTaM CUCTEMATUYHO M, MO BO3MOXHOCTH, MaKcu-
MaJIbHO MOJIHO BOCMpow3BeCTyM cobbiTus npowworo. CBoeobpasHoii Gopmoit KoaneKTUBHO-
ro MeMyapoTBOPYECTBA B AeATE/IbHOCTY VICTNapTa CTa/u Beyepa BOCMOMUHAHWIA. YYacTHH-
KU, MpUrAaLLeHHble Ha 3TOT Beyep, No/y4asn nepeyeHb BOMPOCOB, B COOTBETCTBUM C KOTO-
PbIMU OHY A0/IKHbI 6blIM CTPOUTH CBOE BbICTYM/IEHME.

W3 yncna obuecTBEHHbIX OPraHK3aL i, 3aHYMaBLLMXC MacCOBbIM CHOPOM BOCIOMUHa-
HWi, 0coboe MecTo NpuHaANeXNT BcecotosHomy 0bLyecTBy NOAMTKATOPXKaH W CCblIbHOMO-
cesieHLeB. [NMaBHOM 3aadeii 06pa30BaHHOTO B 1921 T. 1 MPOCYLLECTBOBABLUErO A0 1935 T.
obuwectsa 66110 cObMpaHme 1 NybaMKaLMs MaTepUanoB, KacatoLLMXCs XU3HW 1 ObITa KaTop-
W 1 ccblaky. MpobaemaTika 3anucbiBaembix BOCMOMMHAHWI Kacaaach B NepByto ovepesb
AOPEeBO/IOLMOHHON KaTOPrit 1 CCbiakn. Kpome 310ro, 0bLuyecTBO CreLmaamsmnpoBanocs Ha
WM3y4YeHUM PaHHUX 3TanoB 0CBOBOANTENBHOTO ABUXKEHNS, B MEPBYIO O4epesb, MCTOPUM Ha-
pogHuyecTsa. C 1925 I. N0 1927 I. HbII0 NPOBEAEHO 12 BEYEPOB BOCNIOMWUHAHMI 06 3moxe
«HapogHo Bon», a Takxe bblan 3acTeHorpadupoBaHbl 1 ONyHAMKOBaHbI BOCMOMUHAHMS
HapogoBobLeB. MybankoBaanCh BOCMOMUHAHWS Mo 60/1bluei YacTu B XypHase «Katopra
U ccblnkar (1919-1935 rT.), M6 OTAENbHBIMU U3ZaHUAMM 2,

JloCTaToOYHO MHTEPECHBIM NPeACTABANAETCS OMbIT pefakTopa «KpecTbAHCKON raseTbi»
f. A. flkoBneBa, KOTOPbIN B 1925 I. pasociasn obpalueHne cenbkopam raseTbl ¢ npocsooit
HanMcaTb CBOM BOCMOMMUHaHWS 0 60pbbe KpecTbsiH C MOMELLMKaMM B 1917 T., K KOTOPOMY 6bin
npuaoxeH BonpocHuK. iHnumatuea 1. A. flkosnesa nosyunaa nogAepxky Cpesm ceabkopos,
KOTOPbIMU BbII0 MOAFOTOB/IEHO U OTMPAB/IEHO B ra3eTy MOpAAKa 500 BOCMOMUHAHMM 3,
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B 1930-e rr. B CCCP 6bi1v1 peann3oBaHbl ABa yHUKabHbIX MO MaclTabam v crekTpy no-
CTaB/IeHHBbIX 33434 UCCNeA0BaTENbCKUX NMPOEKTa — HanucaHue «/cTopum TpaxaaHckoil
BOWHbI» K «McTOpnM dabpuik v 3aBOA0BY, B pamMKax KOTOPbIX YCTHAsA MCTOPUS CTaHOBU/IACH
OZHWM U3 BeyLLNX METOAOB UCCNe0BaHNs 1 GOPMON U3N0XEHNs o4HOBPpeMeHHO. Oco-
BeHHo 370 oTHOCKTCS K «McTopun Gabpuk 1 3aBoZOBY.

MHWLMaTOpPOM 1 BAOXHOBUTENIEM 3TUX NPOEKTOB BbICTYNMA M. Topbkuit. Ero nHuuma-
TMBa bbl1a 0POpPMIEHa B 1931 I. NPaBUTE/IbCTBEHHBIMU AOKYMEHTaMM, KOTOPbIE 3aKpenu-
JI1 33 NCCNIe A 0BAHMEM CTATYC FOCYAapCcTBEHHOr0 MeponpusaTvs. C60p BOCMOMUHaHWI Anst
«McTOpUM rpaxAaHCKoM BOVHBI» OCYLLeCTBASACSA MO yXe anpobupoBaHHoM McTnapTom
CXeMe — pacchblika MHGOPMALMOHHBIX MMCEM YHACTHVKAM BOVHbI C MPOCbHOI MOArOTOBUTDL
W MPMUCAATh BOCMOMMHAHWSA MO UHTEpPECYIoWMM uccaegoBatenen npobaemam. CobpaHHble
BOCMOMMHAHUS, MO 3aMbIC/ly aBTOPOB, AO/KHbI OblIN He TO/IbKO UCMONb30BATLCS B XOA4E
HanucaHwus Tekcta paboTbl, HO cobpaHHble BMeCTe U COOTBETCTBYIOWMM 06pa3om cucTe-
MaTM3MPOBaHHbIe, OHU COCTABAAAN OTAENbHOE MPUAOXKEHWE K KaXA0My TOMy «McTopuu
TPaXAaHCKOM BOMHbI».

«McTopus Gabpuk 1 3aBoZoB» NpesCcTaBAs a cObOM 40CTATOUHO CIOXHBIA CUMOMO3
MCTOPUM U INTepaTypbl, MeMopaTa 1 ¢pabynata v 04HOBPEMEHHO UAEO0N0TMYECKYHO KaM-
MaHuio, MPOXOAMBLLYIO MO N03YHIOM «paboumne-yAapHUKU — B UCTOPUYECKYIO INTepa-
Typy». Mo Mbicin M. Fopbkoro, BOCMOMUHaHUs pabounx He TO/IbKO AO/IKHbI 6bln 6bITh
MOJIOXKEHbI B OCHOBY MHOFOTOMHOIO TPYAa MO UCTOPUM OTEYECTBEHHOM MPOMBILL/IEH-
HOCTU, HO 1 camu paboune FO/XHbI HbLM CTaTb aBTOpPaMM 3THX KHUT. Heobxoanmo oT-
METWTb, YTO B 3TUX MPOEKTAX CaMbIM Li€HHbIM, KaK NOKa3as10 BpeMs, ABNAANCH COBpaHHbIe
BOCMOMMWHaHUs, KOTOpbIe MybMKOBANNCh YXe OTAebHBIMW U3ZaHUAMM, B 06LLEM KOH-
TeKCTe MOArOTOBKM K HanMcaHuio Uctopumn MpaxaaHckon BoMHbI U uctopumn dbabpuk
1 3aBogoB. OZHaKo Hen3beXHbIM HeA0CTAaTKOM NOA06HbIX COOPHMKOB BOCMOMUHAHWIA
Bbln1a TEHAGHLMO3HOCTb COCTABAEHUS WU HEMOHOTA NPEeACTaBAEHHbIX TOYEK 3peHUs Ha
paccmaTtpuBaemble npobemsi.

TpaanLMY ropbKOBCKWX HaUMHaHWi Bblan MpogoxeHb B rogbl Beankoit OTeyecTBeHHOM
BOVHbI. B 1941-1942 IT. Ha 6a3e [MaBHOM pegakumm «cTopum MpaxaaHckoii BoWHbI» bbina
co3gana Komuceus no nctopum Benvikoit OTeuecTBeHHOM BOWHBIL B 1943 1. V. W. MuHy,
3. b. leHkuHa, E. H. Fopogeukuii u U. M. Pa3roH, yxe paboTasLume B KOMUCCHM, NOAYYUH
CTanmHcKyto mpemuto 3a BTopot Tom «/cTopum rpaxgaaHckoit BonHsl B CCCPx, ony6mko-
BaHHbIN B 1942 T. HayuHoe pyKkOBOACTBO Komuccumelt ocylectasn . WN. MuHy. HauuHas
C 1941 I. UCCIA0BATENbCKME FPYNbl IPOGECCUOHANBHBIX UCTOPUKOB CTEHOrpadupoBay
Becesbl C BOBHHOCNYXALLMMY, FOCYAAPCTBEHHBIMM M NAPTUIAHBIMW paboTHUKaMK, pabounmu
0BOPOHHBIX MPEANPUATUI, XUTENSMU TEPPUTOPUIA, 0CBOBOXKEHHBIX OT HEMELLKOM OKKyMa-
Lu. B 3101 paboTe bblav onpegeneHsl npuHLMNLI 0TOOpa MHTEPBbIOEPOB, 0becneynBaBLLMe
pernpe3eHTaTBHOCTb NoJTy4aeMol HopmaLmu. Tak, HanpuMep, UCce0BaTeNbCKas rpyn-
na noa pykosogctaomA. /1. CnopoBa B 1943 I. NpOBE/a 3an1cb BOCMOMUHAHWI 77 XUTenew
XapbKoBa, NepexuBLUMX OKKyNaLuio. B cocTaB OMpOLLEHHbIX BOWW NpeACcTaBUTeNN He
TO/IbKO NPOGECCUOHA/IBHBIX, HO 1 COLMabHBIX KaTEropui, 1 axe Ntogu, paboTasluve B He-
MeLIKMX OKKYMALMOHHBIX yupexaeHusx 4. HaunHas ¢ 1942 I. YneHamu Komuccum bbiam
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MOZArOTOB/IEHbI U M3AaHbl METOAMYeckre nocobus no cbopy MaTepuanos U HamMcaHWio
UCTOPUM BOMHCKMX YacTens.

Moc/ie OKOHYaHUS BOMHbI CrieLnanncTbl, paboTasLume B KOMUCCUM, BEPHYANCH K CBOEI
uccne0BaTeNbCKoM NpobiemaTuke, a CObpaHHbIe MaTepuasbl HaLLW CBOE MECTO B apXy-
Be MHcTUTYTa nctopum CCCP. MaTepwansl Komuccum no nctopum Benvkoit OTeyecTBEHHOM
BOMHbI ABNAKOTCS KPYNHEMNLLEH TeMAaTUYECKOW J0KYMEHTa/IbHOM KOINEKLMEN, XPaHSILLen-
cs1 B apxuBe VIHCTUTYTa poccuinckor nctopun PAH 1 HAaCUMTBIBAIOT OKO/IO 20 ThiC. €ANHNL
XpaHeHus.

OAHVMM 13 NepBbIX 0TEYECTBEHHBIX Y4eHbIX, LieseHanpaB/IeHHO 3aHMaBLLMIACS CEopoM
W 3aMUCbIO YCTHBIX BOCMOMUHAHWI Ha ayanoHoCKTensx, bbin nTepatyposes Buktop
Amutpuesny JysakunH (1909-1982). B uccnegosatensckoe nose B. [l. [lyBaknHa BXOAWAN
nnucaTenn U IMTepaTypoBeAbl, XYAOXKHUKN, apTUCTbI M PEXMCCEPDI, CBS3aHHbIE C SMOXO
1920-1930-X IT., @ Tak)Ke COBETCKME y4YeHble U NI0AN, CBA3aHHbIe C ucTopueit MockoBCKoro
yHMBepcuTeTa. B 1991 1. Ha OCHOBE CO3AaHHOM UM KOA/IEKL M ayAMO3anCei BOCNOMMUHA-
HWI BbIAAOLYMXCA AeATeNeN 0TeYeCTBEHHOM Hayku U KynbTypbl XX B. 6bl1 cO34aH 0TAen
YCTHOM McTopumn HayuHott 6ubanotekn MY 6.,

VHTepecHbIM M NepCreKTUBHBIM B MaHe Aa/bHeNLIero 3y4eHns ABASETCS paccMoTpe-
HWe OMbITa YCTHON UCTOPUM B TBOPYECTBE OTEYECTBEHHbIX NUCaTeNel 1 XypHaIUCTOB. Mo-
SIBIEHWE W Pa3BUTME HOBOTO XKaHPa — MHTEPBbIO C y4acTHUKamu Benvkoln OTeuecTBEHHO
BOVHbI — 11 CO3JaHME Ha 3TOW OCHOBE UCTOPWUYECKMX W MyBANLIMCTIYECKNX PabOT CBS3aHO
caeatenbHocTbio K. M. Cumorosa, C. C. CmmpHosa, 1. A. TpaHuHa, A. M. AgamoBuua, 1. bpbi-
ns, B. Konechuka, J1. 1. OunHHmkoBoi, C. A. Anekcnesuy n ap.”

B HacTosiee BpeMs HEBO3MOXHO NMpeACTaBUTb UcToputo Beaunkol OTeyecTBeHHOV
BOVHbI 6€3 3nn304a reponyeckoit 060poHbl bpecTckoi kpenocTy, koTopas He bblna 3aduk-
CMpOBaHa B MaTepuanax Aenonponssoactsa. CobbiTns 3Toi 060pOHbI bblM BOCCTAHOB/IEHS
C. C. CMMPHOBBIM N0 YCTHbIM pacckasam ouesmngLes®. K. M. CUMOHOBbIM, MCNOBEZOBABLIMM
ybexzeHue, UTo «HUKTO He MOXET CKa3aTb: “fl 3Hato 0 BoHe Bce!” Bce 0 BolHe 3HaeT To/lb-
Ko Hapoa. Tak AaBaiiTe 3anNMCbIBaTb HAPOA!», bbla NpeAnpUHATA MOMbITKa CO3AaHMS GOHAA
YCTHbIX MEMYapOB BETEPAHOB BOHbI, 13 KOTOPOr0 BbIPOC/W €70 KMHO- 1 TenenpoekTbl («LLen
congat» (1975), «Conaatckme memyapbi» (1976) 9. KypHaaunctckas geatenbHocts C. A. Anek-
C1eBWY N03BOAINA COBPATB M COXPaHUTL MHGOPMALIMIO O MaNOM3BECTHBIX 0BCTOSATEIbCTBAX
MOBCE/HEBHOW BOEHHO XW3HU, KOTOPas BbIMApbiBaiach LeH3ypor Uan A0aroe Bpems
0CTaBa/ICb BHE NO/IA 3pEHNS MCCaIeZ0BaTeNeR .

Ocoboe MeCTo B OTEYECTBEHHOW YCTHO-UCTOPUYECKOW TPaAWLMK 3aHUMaeT paboTa
A. W. ComkenuubiHa «Apxunenar ['Y/IAT», B KOTOpPOM Obl0 BOCCO3/aHO 3MOXasbHOE Mo-
JIOTHO GYHKLIMOHUPOBAHWS COBETCKOM PenpeccMBHON CUCTEMbI 1920-1940-X IT. HA OCHOBE
CBWAETENbCTB O4eBUALLEB. B NpeAncioBnm OH ykasbiBaeT, YTO MaTepuan AN KHUM Aaau
B Pacckasax, BOCMOMMHAHMUAX U MCbMaXx 227 Ye/0BeK, «HO He HacTasa Ta Nopa, KorAa A no-
CMeto UX Ha3BaTb», OAHOBPEMEHHO Ha3blBas aBTOPA «0BEPEHHbIM MHOMUX MO3AHMX pac-
CKa30B M M1ceM»™,
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VHTeHCMBHOE pa3BuTMe YCTHOM McTOpUM B Poccum Bbi10 CBSA3aHO C AeMoKpaTH3aLueit
obecTBeHHOW XM3HM B 1980-€ IT. Bo/blIOe KOMYECTBO MCCNeA0BaTENbCKMX MPOEKTOB
obuwecta «Memopuan», LieHTpoB ycTHOM ncTopum PTTY u EBponelickoro yHMBepcuTeTa
B CaHkT-lMeTepbypre, LieHTpa kpecTbsHOBeAeHMS 1 cenbckix pedpopm B Mockse, a Takxe
B0/IbLIOrO YNCNA OTAE/bHBIX YYEHbIX MOAHSAN YCTHYIO UCTOPUIO Ha KaYeCTBEHHO HOBbIN
YPOBEHb Pa3BUTHS.

B Lle1oM, Ha OCHOBe BbiLLenepeyncaeHHbIX NPUMEPOB MOXHO CAE/aTb BbIBOZ O TOM, YTO
YCTHas UCTOPUS Kak METOZ NoJTy4eHNst MHGOPMALIMM O MPOLLIOM B HaLLel CTpaHe noayYuna
pa3BuTHE B COBETCKOM F'yMaHUTapUCTLKe. LieH3ypHble OrpaHuyeHHsi BO MHOTOM OMpeenmnam
WAIIOCTPATUBHO-$aKTONOTMYECKUI, @ He NPOBIEMHBIN XapaKTep OTe4eCTBEHHBIX YCTHO-
MCTOPUYECKMX UCCNIA0BAHNI, HE MONYUMBLUMX K TOMY XK€ JOCTaTOYHOTO METOZAO0N0TNYECKOTO
¥ KOHLeNnTyanbHoro 0606uwenus. 3HaunTenbHOe KoANYecTBO cobpaHHOro MaTepuana He
6b1710 06paboTaHO M A0 HACTOALLErO BPEMEHM He BBEAEHO B HayuHbI 060poT. A
COBpEMEHHBIX UCCe0BaTeNel 0CcobbIi MHTEPeC NPeACTaBafOT METOANYECKME HAXOAKM
npeALeCcTBEHHUKOB U UX Pe3y/ibTaTbl, TPebylolmne AabHENLEro U3ydeHNs 1 mybankaLmm.
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Konstantin KOZLOV
ORAL HISTORY IN SOVIET HUMANITIES, 19205-19805

Intensive researches in the field of oral history in modern Russia predetermine
the necessity of comprehension of historical expe rience of formation of the given re-
search direction in social-humanitarian thought. For this reason the institutionalization
of oral history and the forms of its existence in Russian humanities are of interest for
modern researchers.

The attempt of creation of a corpus of memoirs of crucial historical events participants
(1920-1930) represents special interest. Namely, projects of the Commission on his-
tory of the Russian Communist Party (b), the All-Union society of political convicts and
exiled on collecting and publication of memoirs of the participants of Narodnik move-
ment, the October revolution and the political prisoners of pre-revolutionary prisons.
In 1930th, under M. Gorkiy’s initiative, large-scale work on collecting memoirs was
started within the framework of two research projects — the creation of “History
of Civil war” and “History of factories and plants”.

The most interesting oral — historical project is the activity of the Commission
on history of Great Patriotic war at the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. Since
1941, the research groups of professional historians took down in shorthand the con-
versations with military men, state and party officials, the workers of defense enter-
prises, the inhabitants of the territories released from German occupation. After
the war the experts working in the commission returned to their research problems,
and collected materials were placed in the archive of the Institute of the USSR his-
tory.

The first Russian scientist purposefully dealing with collecting and recording of oral
memoirs on audiocarriers was V. D. Duvakin, historian of the literature, who created
an audiocollection of memoirs of oustanding figures of Russian science and culture of
the XX century on the basis of which in 1991 the Department of oral history of Scien-
tific library of Moscow State University was created.

The consideration of experience of oral history in the creativity of Russian writers
and journalists seems to be interesting and prospective. The appearance and develop-
ment of a new genre — interview with participants of Great Patriotic war, and creation
of historical and publicistic works on this basis is connected with K. M. Simonov,
S. S. Smirnov, D. A. Granin, A. M. Adamovich, L. P. Ovchinnikova, S. Aleksievich’s
activity.

Intensive development of oral history in Russia was connected with the democ-
ratization of social life in 1980. A plenty of research projects of the society “Memo-
rial’, the Centers of oral history of Russian State University for the Humanities and
the European university in St. Petersburg, the Center of study of peasantry and rural
reforms, and a great number of individual researchers raised oral history to a new
level of development.
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As a whole, taking into consideration above-listed examples, it is possible to draw
a conclusion that oral history as a method of getting information about the past in our
country. Censorial restrictions determined in many respects illustrative, factual but not
problem character of Russian researches in the field of oral history, which did not have
sufficient methodological and conceptual generalization. The significant amount of col-
lected material has not been processed and put into scientific usage yet. For modern
researchers some methodical finds of predecessors and their results demanding further
study and publication present special interest.



